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Suicide in South Dakota
 Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in SD, but is the 2nd leading cause among ages 15 

to 34

 With 192 suicides, SD has the 6th highest suicide rate in United States in 2017 (crude rate)
o SD = 22.0 per 100,000 population
o US = 14.5 per 100,000 population

 There were 168 suicides in 2018 in SD

 78% of suicides were male and 22% were female (2009 – 2018)

 The SD Native American suicide rate is 2.5 times higher than the SD White suicide rate for 
2009-2018

 16.1% of SD high school students considered suicide (2015, YRBS)

 8.4% of SD high school students attempted suicide (2015, YRBS)
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Suicide Rates, United States, 2013-2017

U.S. 2013-2017 Suicide Rate: 13.4

Alabama  15.2
South Carolina  15.3
Washington  15.4
Tennessee  15.8
Kentucky  16.5
New Hampshire 16.7
Kansas  16.8
Maine  16.8
Missouri  17.3
Vermont  17.3
Arizona  18.0
Oregon 18.1
North Dakota  18.3
West Virginia  18.6
Arkansas  18.7
Oklahoma  19.5
Nevada  19.7
South Dakota  19.7
Colorado  19.9
Idaho  21.2
Utah  21.8
New Mexico  22.3
Wyoming  24.4
Alaska  25.0
Montana  25.6

New Jersey  8.1
New York  8.2
Massachusetts  8.8
Maryland  9.6
Connecticut  9.8
California  10.5
Illinois  10.6
Rhode Island  11.3
Delaware  12.3
Texas  12.6
Georgia  12.9
Minnesota  13.0
Nebraska  13.0
Virginia 13.0
Hawaii  13.3
North Carolina  13.4
Mississippi  13.5
Michigan  13.6
Ohio  13.8
Florida  14.1
Iowa  14.2
Pennsylvania  14.2
Louisiana  14.4
Wisconsin  14.5
Indiana  15.0

CDC WONDER https://wonder.cdc.gov/ucd-icd10.html 3



Suicide Rates by County, 2009-2018

Source:  South Dakota Vital Records 4
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Suicide Prevention
 This summer, Governor Noem asked the DOH to lead an interagency workgroup to develop a 

statewide suicide prevention plan
o Departments involved included Health, Social Services, Education, Tribal Relations, and 

Agriculture as well as the Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board

 Included review of prior work related to suicide prevention and review of national strategies

 Developed framework for the plan including guiding principles, goals, objectives and strategies

 Distributed the draft suicide prevention plan to stakeholders and the public in Fall
o Received nearly 300 comments

 Plan revised based on input received
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South Dakota Suicide Prevention Plan 2020-2025
 Guiding Principles

o Data driven decisions

o State and local partnerships

o Community-led efforts

o Evidence-based programming

o Culturally appropriate

o Focus on the next generation

o Highlight “Bright Spots” through success stories

 Goals focus on prevention (before crisis), intervention (during crisis), and postvention (after crisis)

 Four overarching objectives that impact every goal
o Data

o Education and training

o Communications

o Community Engagement
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South Dakota Suicide Prevention Plan 2020-2025
 Identified 2020 priority strategies to focus on over the next year

 Take Action Now – what people across the state can do in the following areas:

o Data

o Education and Training

o Communications

o Community Engagement
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SD Suicide Prevention Website
 SDSuicidePrevention.org (http://sdsuicideprevention.org) 

o Information about suicide, how to get help, and resources for survivors

o Toolkits for communities, schools and colleges

o Population-specific information (American Indian, college students, parents, seniors, teens, 
veterans, workplace, etc.)

o Information for professionals (counselors, clergy, ER personnel, 1st responders, schools, primary 
care providers, etc.)

o Interactive data dashboards to provide most up-to-date suicide data 
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Governor’s FY 20 General Bill Amendment (SB 38)
 Department of Social Services – $135,000

o Gatekeeper training
o Public Awareness – Be The 1

 Department of Health – $75,000

o Community prevention
o Training for high risk professions
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QUESTIONS???
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