
LifeCircle South Dakota 
07/24/2023 
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LifeCircle  Purpose of LifeCircle SD:  Improve care at the end of life for the people of South 
Dakota.   
Vision of LifeCircle SD:  People of South Dakota will receive the care needed to 
complete their life and die peacefully, their loved ones will receive support, and 
health care providers in the State will improve care of patients and families at the 
end of life.   
Aim of Life Circle:  Interdisciplinary and inter-institutional representation of 
people, organizations, and institutions for the entire state.   
Goals of LifeCircle SD:  To help us meet our purpose and vision, LifeCircle SD 
strives to provide: 

• Professional Education 

• Public Education 

• Public Policy- monitoring and advocacy 
Monthly Meetings:  Last Monday of every Month @ 0900 CST 

Members of 
LifeCircle SD 

Ally Brandner; Amanda Sedlacek; Andrew Brown; Becky Memboleo;   Beth 
Dokken;  Brandi Pravecek;  Cameo Anders; Cate Davis;  Cathy Kellogg;  Charlene 
Berke;  Dan Heineman;  David Brechtelsbauer;  Deb Fischer-Clemens; Desirae 
Toomey;  Frannie Arneson; Heather Krzmarzick; Hillary Turner;  Justin Ohleen;  
Karen Jensen;  Kathy Gubin;  Kim Malsam-Rysdon;  LaVonne Gaspar;  Lora 
Nelson;  Lori Tracy;  LuAnn Eidsness;  Mari Perrenoud;  Marty Link;  Mary Hill;  
Mary Minton;  Megan Cooper;  Michele Snyders;  Michelle Roy;  Rachel 
Wagemann; Sandra Dieleman;  Sarah Mollman;  Shawnie Rechtenbaugh;  Tammy 
Hatting;  Terri Peterson-Henry;  Theresa Garren-Grubbs; Thomas Elness  

SD Definition of 
Palliative Care 

Palliative care is medical care for people living with a serious illness. This type of 
care is focused on providing relief from the symptoms and stress of illness with the 
goal of improving quality of life for both the patient and family. Effective palliative 
care is delivered by a trained team of doctors, nurses, social workers, chaplains, and 
other health professionals who collaborate to provide an extra layer of support. 
Based on the needs of the patient, not on prognosis, palliative care is appropriate at 
any age and any stage of serious illness and may be provided alongside curative 
treatments in primary and specialty settings. 
 

Items Action 

  

Quarterly Education Occurs the 2nd Wednesday every 3 Months 12:00-1:00 CST 
 
September 13th- CHW Panel:  Madeline Sitting Holy (Monument Health); Carrie 
Hawley (Sanford Health); Angela Schoffelman (Avera Health) 
 
December 13th-TBD  ?Veterans Series? (WHV; Brandon V; Palliative +; 

Caregiver Program) 
 
  

MISC Education re: 
Hospice and PC 

August 1- Marketing Palliative Care w/Dr. Anthony Back and Marian Grant- 
SDAHO Calendar for registration. 
 
Project ECHO: Equity Where it Matters 2023 (NHPCO)  Register here Monthly 
Education addressing diversity and cultural competence in healthcare 
 

https://sdaho.org/2023-education-opportunities/
https://nhpco.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsfu-trz4oGtQeKFw41UElYNwjSli8QCBF#/registration


CAPC- Introduction to Palliative Care for Health Professionals- New Open Access 
Course Health professionals from all specialties and disciplines, as well as 
clinicians-in-training, can take this interactive course and come away with an 
understanding of how to relieve unnecessary suffering and improve quality of life 
through basic palliative care principles and practices 

 
2023 Conferences 

SDAHO Fall Convention:  September 20-22. 
 
HPNA and SWHPN Team Conference: virtual Sept 28-29 
 
Leadership Summit- CAPC & CTAC- Oct 23-24 DC 

 
AAHPM Fall Advanced Clinical Course:  Essential Psychiatric Skills for the 
Palliative Care Practitioner Nov 3, 2023- Chicago 
 
2024:  NHPCO 2024 Virtual Interdisciplinary Conference- Super Saver rates 
until 12/7/2023 
 
Please let Michele know conference of which you are aware  

Projects: Messaging Palliative Care Brochure: Get Palliative Care discussion. 
https://getpalliativecare.org/get-listing-getpalliativecare-org-palliative-care-provider-
directory/ 
 

The Messaging Palliative Care Brochure and the Revised Advance Directive 
Brochure were reviewed and approved for use.  They will be added to the 
website and SDAHO will print a batch of them.  They are available for 
0.35/piece plus shipping.  Let Michele know if you want some for your 
organization.  Thank you Becky Memboleo for creating.  
 
Michele is talking with Beth Dokken at DOH to have a link to our website to 

provide access to professionals and consumers on Palliative Care and Hospice.  
DOH is updating their website so they will consider once changes to the website 
are complete.   
 
Hospice map-  https://sdaho.org/hospice-service-areas/   Please review and let 
Michele know if there are changes or additions to the map or Smarsheet with 

the organizations’ information.  Thank you to Sanjana Murthy for creating. 
 
Palliative Care State directory- Next project 
 
SD Legislative Long Term Care Summer Study:  https://sdlegislature.gov/    If 
you go to 2023 Interim Committees- Study Committee on Sustainable Models for Long 
Term Care you will find all the agendas, hand outs etc.  Presenting on Palliative Care. 
 

Guardianship 

Education Update: 
 

Cameo Anders; Mari Perrenoud; Michele Snyders; Tammy Hatting; SDAHO 
education team- Michella, Stephanie, Shenna 
Web page:  https://sdaho.org/guardianship/ 
 
Current 5-10 minute video topics include:    

1. Informed Consent  √- video is live on the website 
2. Healthcare Responsibilities  √ Video is Live on the website 
3. Advance Care Planning   √ video is live on the website 
4. Life Sustaining Treatment-Mari P recorded- being edited.  Mary Hill’s document 

on the ERDs will be the worksheet.   

https://www.capc.org/training/introduction-to-palliative-care-for-health-professionals/?utm_source=Center+to+Advance+Palliative+Care&utm_campaign=56f7b6c18d-Intro+to+Palliative+Care+Course+6.9.23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_31106acbde-56f7b6c18d-378657554
https://sdaho.org/convention/
https://portal.advancingexpertcare.org/Shared_Content/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=TC4HPC23&WebsiteKey=6b0295e5-0963-4c60-8e5b-402f10108009
https://thectac.org/events/c-tac-capc-summit-2023/
https://aahpm.org/advanced-clinical-course/advanced-clinical-course
https://aahpm.org/advanced-clinical-course/advanced-clinical-course
https://www.nhpco.org/idc2024/?_zs=BJVhQ1&_zl=p4NA7
https://getpalliativecare.org/get-listing-getpalliativecare-org-palliative-care-provider-directory/
https://getpalliativecare.org/get-listing-getpalliativecare-org-palliative-care-provider-directory/
https://sdaho.org/hospice-service-areas/
https://sdlegislature.gov/
https://sdaho.org/guardianship/


 

Web Pages Resources articles have been updated- take a look and let Michele know of anything 
that you want colleagues to be aware of. 

National POLST 
Collaborative 

https://polst.org/state-polst-programs/#South-Dakota 
 

 
 
 
Legislative News- 

 
Reps Joyce, Armstrong, Underwood, & Kiggans reintroduced the Improving Care and 
Access to Nurses (I CAN) Act. HR 2713 Removes federal barriers that prohibit nurses 
from practicing to the full scope of their education and training in hospice, HHC and SNF.  
Read more here. 

Expanding Access to Palliative Care Act (S. 2565) introduced by Sens Rosen(D-NV), 
Barrasso(R-WY), Baldwin(D-WI), and Fischer(R-NE). proposes the creation of a 
demonstration project to support improved access to palliative care services through a 
community-based model. If passed, the bill would require the Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Innovation (CMMI) to develop a Community-Based Palliative Care (CBPC) 
demonstration- interdisciplinary care to people with serious illness in their home and lead 
to improved quality and cost outcomes. NHPCO Press Release 

CONNECT for Healthcare Act – Introduced by Sens Schatz (D-HI), Wicker (R-MS), 
Cardin (D-MD), Thune (R-SD), Warner (D-VA), & Hyde-Smith (R-MS) on June 15.  It 
would build on expanding coverage of telehealth services through Medicare and make 
permanent COVID-19 telehealth flexibilities including Permanently allowing for the use of 
telehealth in the certification of a beneficiary for hospice.  Read a summary Here.  Read the 
full Bill Here. 

Palliative Care and Hospice Education and Training Act-PCHETA (S. 2243): 
Reintroduced by Senators Baldwin and Capito: The Palliative Care and Hospice 
Education and Training Act (PECHETA) requires HHS to provide support for 
Palliative Care and Hospice Education Centers.  The centers must improve the 
training of health professionals in palliative care and establish traineeships for 
individuals preparing for advanced-education nursing degrees, social work degrees, 
or advance degrees in physician assistant studies in PC.  HHS may provide support 
to medical schools, teaching hospitals, and graduate medical-education programs 
for training physicians who plan to teach palliative medicine. HHS must (1) 
provide Palliative Medicine and Hospice Academic Career Awards to individuals 
to promote their career development, (2) support entities that operate a Palliative 
Care and Hospice Education Center, (3) support individuals in specified fields who 
are pursuing an advanced degree in palliative care or related fields, and (4) award 
grants to nursing programs to train individuals in providing palliative care. The 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) must provide for a national 
education and awareness campaign to inform patients, families, and health 
professionals about the benefits of palliative care. The National Institutes of Health 
must expand national research programs in palliative care.  Read NHPCO’s press 
release here. 

Improving Access to Transfusion Care for Hospice Patients Act (S.2566) A bill to 
require CMMI demonstration to test allowing blood transfusions to be paid 
separately from the Medicare Hospice all-inclusive per diem payment was 
reintroduced to the Senate Finance Committee by Senator Rosen (D-NV) Read 
more here. 

Provider Training in Palliative Care Act (S.2890) Sens Rosen (D-Nev) and 
Murkowski (R-Alaska) reintroduced legislation designed to expand the palliative 
care workforce. IF enacted it would allow medical students in the National Health 

https://polst.org/state-polst-programs/#South-Dakota
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2713?s=1&r=13
https://kiggans.house.gov/media/press-releases/kiggans-introduces-bipartisan-bill-increase-access-nurses
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2565
https://www.nhpco.org/nhpco-and-han-welcome-introduction-of-community-based-palliative-care-act-in-congress/?_zs=BJVhQ1&_zl=R2C97
https://www.cassidy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/connect_for_health_act_2023_summary.pdf
https://www.schatz.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/connect_for_health_act_2023.pdf
https://www.nhpco.org/nhpco-welcomes-congressional-reintroduction-of-the-palliative-care-and-hospice-education-and-training-act/?_zs=BJVhQ1&_zl=wd2B7
https://www.rosen.senate.gov/2023/06/30/rosen-introduces-bipartisan-bills-to-grow-palliative-care-workforce-improve-hospice-care-for-patients/


Service Corps’ (NHSC) to defer clinical service requirements for up to one year to 
pursue additional training in palliative care.  They would also provide primary care 
during their time of service with HHSC.  Read more here.   

State Grants SDPN Grant- Charlene Berke, Sarah Mollman, Mari Perrenoud- Ends 6/30/23.  
Findings were reviewed last month.  SDPN did not receive the HRSA grant and 
will be trying to do what they can to keep the network running.   LifeCircle will 
help in any way we can to keep the work going that SDPN started.  Thank you, 
Charlene, Mari and Sarah, for all the work over the last several years. 
 
R01 Grant- JR LaPlant, Tinka Duran, Bethany-Rose Daubman, MD, Frannie 
Arneson, MD, Mary Isaacson; Dr. Daniel Peterite-   
 
SDSU- ACI in Pierre- Early PC for AI &Rural Patients w/ Advanced CA- Sarah 
Mollman and Brandon Varilek-Ends 6/30/2023  
 
SDSU RSCA Challenge Grant:  Brandi Pravecek- lead investigator and Mary 
Isaacson-co-investigator looking at the impact personal familiarity with patients has 
on goals of care conversations. Ends 12/31/2023 
 
HRSA Community Planning Grant:  Did Not Receive the Grant- moving forward 
with planning session in October with Mary Sand from Sand Consulting who will 
facilitate the meeting.   Limited to 20 participants.  In the process of sending 
invitations.  

Pediatrics  Crisis Standards of Care: Tammy Hatting:  setting up a meeting with the legal 
workgroup in August to review draft #8 

Quality  Place holder- please share any quality information important to LifeCircle 

LTC Place holder- please share any LTC/SNF/ALF information important to 
LifeCircle 
  

Round Table Healthcare Consent Act and Same Sex Marriages:  If legally married- it follows 
same as heterosexual marriages as far as consent order.  If not legally married- 
would fall to close personal friend after all other family members in designation 
order.  Would not ask for proof of marriage unless someone comes forward 
indicating they were not married- follow same procedure as with heterosexual 
marriages.   

Next meeting August 28, 2023 @0900 
Update on IPC Seminar 

 

https://hospicenews.com/2023/07/03/senators-propose-bills-to-expand-hospice-training-ensure-access-to-transfusions/

